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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.51 pm]: Today, 21 March, is the United Nations’ International Day for 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, marking 59 years since the South African government massacred 
69 peaceful anti-apartheid protesters in Sharpeville. 
In recognising today, this Parliament is deeply disturbed by the white supremacist attack on the people of Islamic 
faith in Christchurch who were peacefully undertaking their Jumu’ah. It was the worst act of racially motivated 
terror ever seen in our region. 
Last Sunday, I was honoured to join Muslim and non-Muslim community members at Masjid Al-Taqwa Mirrabooka 
to express the WA government’s support for the Islamic community. Sheikh Mohammad gave a moving and 
inspiring khutbah, which, through sorrow and condemnation of the perpetrator, recognised the strength of 
a community that has always participated and contributed to Australia and broader humanity. This open-hearted 
sermon was held despite the attacks that the Mirrabooka mosque has itself suffered, including a gunshot in 2006. 
This love for our shared Australian home was also on display at the Harmony event at The Square Mirrabooka on 
Friday, 15 March—the same day that the hate crimes were committed in New Zealand. It was a celebration of 
Mirrabooka’s diversity. It finished with schoolchildren singing We Are Australian in about 15 different languages, 
including Noongar, English, Arabic, Karen and Dinka. The same day, the Mirrabooka community, through the 
City of Stirling, set a Guinness world record for the most nationalities in a drum circle. Mirrabooka’s Harmony Day 
event during Harmony Week is a celebration that diversity makes us strong—a strength that is absolutely necessary 
to fight racism and to stand up for human rights in Western Australia. 
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